


Short Course Program Frequently Asked Questions

What are WSSB Short Courses?    
WSSB Short Courses are a program of study that is sponsored by Washington State School for the Blind (WSSB) and the Department of Services for the Blind (DSB) and taught by a WSSB Teacher of the Visually Impaired (TVI)/Certified Orientation and Mobility Specialist (COMS) with focus on the nine domain areas within the Expanded Core Curriculum (ECC).  
· Compensatory academic and functional skills: Organizational strategies, braille, listening and speaking skills, and adaptations. 
· Orientation and mobility: Students need to learn about the environment in which they move, from basic cane skills to independent travel in rural areas and busy cities. 
· Social interaction: Socially appropriate behavior. Opportunities to interact with students faced with like challenges. 
· Independent living: Daily life skills, cooking, cleaning, money management, organization, and personal hygiene. 
· Recreation and leisure: Crafts, hands-on learning experiences, health and fitness.  
· Career and vocational preparation: Career options, resume writing and interviewing, mentoring. 
· Technology: Google Chrome/ChromeVox, JAWS, iPads, etc. 
· Sensory efficiency: Effective use of residual vision and use of optical devices, and effective use of other senses, particularly touch and hearing. 
· Self-determination: Believing in oneself, accepting limitations, recognizing assets. Asserting control in one’s life as well as setting and achieving goals.    
Short Courses are one week in length and offered each month throughout the full school year. Each course will include a recreation component, emphasis on self-determination (e.g., self-advocacy and self-management) and will include a focus on transition after high school. 
What are the benefits of WSSB Short Courses?   
The Expanded Core Curriculum identifies nine unique need areas for students with blindness/visual impairments for direct assessment, goal planning, and individual instruction. Students enrolled in Short Courses receive intensive instruction in these identified ECC need areas.  While on the WSSB campus, students will have the opportunity for meeting new friends and have the opportunity to associate with peer mentors who are blind or visually impaired and who have similar experiences in an atmosphere of understanding that fosters acceptance.  



Who can enroll in WSSB Short Courses?  
Any Washington middle school or high school student at or near grade level who is blind or visually impaired and enrolled in his or her local school district may participate in WSSB Short Course programs.  Students can participate in 2 courses per school year.
Will students fall behind academically while attending WSSB Short Courses?  
Short Course instructors provide classroom time each day for students to work on assignments from their home schools. It is the responsibility of the district and student to bring or send necessary schoolwork.     
How is a Short Course designed?  
Each short course is designed by input from regional TVI and O&M professionals, teachers, and parents. Short Courses are designed to provide intensive instruction in small group settings of six or less.   
What Is the cost of a WSSB Short Course?  
Short Course instruction, as well as room and board at the WSSB in Vancouver, Washington is provided free of charge. WSSB will be responsible for transportation to and from the WSSB campus using charter buses along the I-5 corridor or flights from the eastern portion of the state. 
How do I get started?    
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you are interested in your student attending a Short Course, please complete the Short Course Application, which is an electronic form found on our website. Once you submit the application, it will be reviewed and if accepted, you will receive a Welcome letter with additional forms to be completed and returned as soon as possible.
Who can I contact to get more information about WSSB Short Courses?  
Please feel free to contact the following staff about the Short Course Program:   
Jeff Bowler
WSSB Outreach Coordinator 
(360) 947-3367 
jeff.bowler@wssb.wa.gov  



