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WASHINGTON STATE SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Minutes from Board of Trustees Meeting

May 4, 2023
Conference Call
Board Members Participating:  Brent Stark, Ron Jasmer, Keri Clark, Greg Szabo, Lily Clifton, and Nancy McDaniel.
Board Members Absent:  Dennis Mathews
Ex-Officio Members Participating:  Scott Hone (WA Federation of State Employees Local #1225), and Marci Carpenter (National Federation of the Blind of WA).
Ex-Officio Members Absent:  Kim Moberg (Washington Council of the Blind) and Stephanie Face (WSSB Teachers Association).
WSSB Staff Members Participating:  Scott McCallum (Superintendent), Sean McCormick (Director of On-Campus Programs), Pam Parker (Director of Outreach-State Vision Consultant) and Janet Kurz (recording secretary).

Lily called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.  Janet conducted a roll call.
Business Meeting

Old Business
Board of Trustees meeting minutes–January 11, 2023 and March 10, 2023:  Lily moved to approve the minutes as submitted; Keri seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved unanimously.
Discussion:  attendance at Board of Trustees meetings:
Lily reminded Board members about attendance at meetings as referenced in the Bylaws.  Lily stated that Board meetings run from September-June each year and the expectation is that board members attend as many meetings as possible.  The Bylaws allow board members to miss up to three meetings per year; if three meetings are missed, the board chair and/or the superintendent will reach out to the person to discuss attendance, remind about compliance, etc.  
New Business

Student Awards (Sean and Pam provided additional information regarding student nominees)
Discussion was held regarding nominations for all three awards.  Lily moved to approve the students named below for the awards; Marci seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  
Roy J. Brothers Award:  Bella Westerbur (award recipient)
Board of Trustees Award:  Sofia Simpach (award recipient)
Rodney B. Humble Outreach Award:  Jaida Barrows (award recipient)
Miscellaneous

· Lily asked Janet to provide a recap of all of the end of year events.  Sean responded that on June 15 there will be a Garden Party at 1pm (Irwin), students that walked last year but did not graduate will have the opportunity to ring the bell (Irwin-courtyard); 8th grade promotion at 2pm (Irwin-Sherman Auditorium), followed by the annual awards (cottage, all-stars, academics, Expanded Core Curriculum, etc.).  All events will end by 3pm so students can catch the bus.  

· Sean reported that this year’s commencement speaker will be Greg Stilson from the American Printing House for the Blind. Commencement will be held on Friday, June 16 at 9:30am in the Sherman Auditorium.
· Lily said all board members are welcome to attend the activities on June 15 and June 16 and there will be a Zoom option for those who want to join virtually.

· Scott stated the new transition building will be done at the time of the board meeting and offered to take board members on a tour.

The next Board meeting will be held in person on June 16 immediately following commencement. There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:55pm.

Lily Clifton, Chair




Scott McCallum, Superintendent
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