
		
			Whales


			

		

	
		
			Whales are mammals.  Whales live in the ocean and come to the surface to breathe.  Whales breathe through a blowhole on the top of their body.  The blue whale is the largest mammal in the world.  Whales are found in all of the oceans.


			

		

	
		
			Whales are divided into 2 groups; baleen whales and toothed whales.  Baleen whales have plates that hang from their jaws.  These plates strain very small food called plankton that the whales eat.  Toothed whales are predators.  Toothed whales have teeth that they use to eat their food.  They eat mainly fish, seals, and squid.


			

		

	
		
			Baleen whales eat plankton.  They use plates hanging from their jaw to strain plankton from the water.  Plankton consists of very small microscopic plants and animals that drift in the ocean's currents.


			

		

	
		
			Whales are related to porpoises and dolphins.  Porpoises and dolphins are also mammals.  Porpoises and dolphins breathe air.  They are much smaller than whales.


			

		

	
		
			Some whales travel long distances every year, usually from cold water where they eat, to warm water where they give birth.  This is called migration.  When whales give birth their baby is called a calf.


			

		

	
		
			Whales make many different sounds to communicate.  These sounds can travel long distances.  Sometimes whales slap their tales to communicate.  Whales can hear very well, but whales can not see very well.  The End
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