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			Frogs belong to a group called amphibians.  Amphibians usually start their life in the water.  When they are fully grown, amphibians can live on both land and water.  Frogs have a backbone.  This means that they are vertebrates.  Frogs have long hind legs, a short body, and webbed feet.


			

		

	
		
			Frogs go through a process called metamorphosis.  This means that their body undergoes very important changes in both its external and internal body parts as the frog grows.


			

		

	
		
			The male frog fertilizes the eggs as they are laid.  The female frog lays the eggs in the water.  The eggs are laid in a large mass.  The eggs are surrounded by a jellylike coating.


			

		

	
		
			When the egg hatches, it becomes a tadpole.  The tadpole will stick to the jelly mass for several days.  The tadpole will then start to search for food.  Tadpoles can only breathe under water.  They have gills, a mouth, and a tail.  After about six weeks, the tadpole will start to sprout tiny legs.  The tadpole has webbed feet that help it swim.


			

		

	
		
			At about 12 weeks the tadpole will become a froglet.  The froglet gradually loses it's gills and grows lungs.  Then it can no longer breathe under water and has to breathe air.  The froglet's tail keeps on getting smaller and smaller until it disappears.


			

		

	
		
			The frog is fully grown by about 12 to 16 weeks.  It leaves the water.  But the frog always needs to stay near water to keep it's skin moist, or it will not survive.  The frog now has 4 legs.  The back legs are very strong for swimming and jumping.  The back toes are webbed.  It has a long, sticky tongue that it uses to catch its prey.  The frog has vocal sacs that it uses to make its call louder.


			

		

	
		
			Frogs are carnivores.  This means that they get their food from killing and eating other animals.  Frogs will eat almost anything that is small; insects, spiders, snails, and worms.  Some large frogs can even eat large prey, such as a mouse.


			

		

	
		
			Frogs live everywhere in the world, except Antarctica.  Most frogs are found where it is warm.  Most frogs live near water.  The smallest frog is the Cuban Pygmy frog; it is about 1/2 inch long.  The largest frog is the Goliath frog; it lives in West Africa and can grow to over 1 foot long.


			

		

	
		
			Frogs absorb water through their skin.  Frogs need to keep their skin moist to survive.  Many frogs use camouflage to protect themselves.  To do this they change the color of their skin to blend in with their surroundings.  Some frogs hibernate in the winter.  This means that they go underground and do not move.  The End
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