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			The beetle is an insect, it is the most common form of all insects.  There are over 350,000 species of beetles.  Beetles are solitary insects.  Almost all beetles have tough front wings called elytra.  This tough shell helps protect the delicate hind wings.  The beetle uses its hind wings for flying.


			

		

	
		
			The butterfly is an insect.  The butterfly's life has four stages; egg, larva, usually known as caterpillar, pupa, and adult butterfly.  Butterflies go through a process called metamorphosis; the  butterfly is very different in form and function than the caterpillar.  All butterflies can fly.


			

		

	
		
			The fly is an insect.  It has a single pair of wings.  Since it is an insect it has a head, thorax, and abdomen.  Flies are found throughout the world.  Flies can taste food with their feet and with their mouthparts.  A fly lays eggs which are called maggots.  Flies spread many diseases by carrying disease organisms onto food.


			

		

	
		
			The grasshopper is an insect.  The grasshopper has a long slender body and hind legs specialized for jumping.  Grasshoppers eat plants.  One group of grasshoppers is the locusts.  Sometimes the locusts numbers increase, then they start to swarm and can cause damage to crops.  Grasshoppers make a very distinctive sound.


			

		

	
		
			The millipede is an arthropod.  It has a hard exoskeleton and many jointed legs, from 47 to 197 legs depending upon the species.  The legs move in a wave-like motion.  The body is segmented into 2 parts, the head and the trunk.  Most millipedes eat plants.  Millipedes hatch from eggs.  They range in size from under an inch to 9 inches.


			

		

	
		
			The woodlice is a crustacean.  They have an exoskeleton and 14 jointed limbs.  There are over 3,000 known species.  Woodlice need moisture to live as they breathe through gills.  Some woodlice can roll themselves into a ball for protection and have been given the nickname of roly-poly.  They may look like insects, but woodlice are related to crabs and lobsters.


			

		

	
		
			Scorpions belong to a group called the arachnids, which also include spiders.  Scorpions have a stinger at the end of their abdomen that looks very much like a tail.  Scorpions live in deserts and tropical areas.  Scorpions eat insects, spiders, and other small prey.  Scorpions range in length from 1 inch to 3 inches, although some can be larger.  Scorpions are poisonous.  The venom of most scorpions will cause a mild to severe reaction in humans.


			

		

	
		
			Stick insects have been given this name because they look like sticks.  This is useful for camouflage and it makes it harder for their predators to see and then eat them.  Stick insects eat plants.  Most stick insects do not fly.  Stick insects are mainly found in warm climates.  Stick insects can sometimes reach 7 inches in length.


			

		

	
		
			Spiders belong to a group called the arachnids, which also includes scorpions.  Spiders are not insects.  Spiders have 8 legs, while insects have only 6 legs.  The body of a spider is divided into 2 parts, the front part consists of the head and thorax and is called the cephalothorax.  The hind part is called the abdomen.
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