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			Alligators are reptiles.  Alligators are only found in the southeastern United States and Canada.  They spend most of their time in the water.  Most alligators grow to no larger than 12 feet.  They have short legs and a tail.


			

		

	
		
			Bears are mammals.  They are carnivores.  Bears range in weight from 55 pounds to 1700 pounds.  They are covered in fur.  When winter comes bears sleep in their dens.  There are many different kinds of bears.  Black bears are very common in North America.  Bears can walk upright for short periods of time.


			

		

	
		
			Bluebirds are members of the thrush family.  Bluebirds often live near houses.  Bluebirds return to the same nesting site year after year.


			

		

	
		
			Cows have four long legs.  The male cow has horns.  Cows have been tamed and raised by people for thousands of years.  Cows are raised for food, either for milk or for meat.  A cow has a very special stomach with four compartments that is suited for digesting grass.  There are many different kinds of cows.


			

		

	
		
			Elephants are the largest living land animals.  Some elephants have tusks.  There are two types of elephants, African and Asian elephants.  Elephants have trunks, they use their trunks to bring water and food to their mouth.  Some elephants may weigh more than 6 tons. 


			

		

	
		
			Frogs are amphibians.  Most frogs spend part of their life in the water and part of their life on land.  The rear legs of the frog are much larger than the front legs.  Frogs are great jumpers.  Frogs have smooth wet skin.  Frogs lay eggs.  Frogs come out of eggs as small fish-like creatures called tadpoles. 


			

		

	
		
			Goats can be farm animals.  They provide milk, cheese, and wool.  Mountain goats live in a rocky environment.  Their hooves are split into two toes.  Baby goats are called kids.


			

		

	
		
			Horses seem built to run.  They have four legs and a long tail.  Many horses have been domesticated.  Horses eat grasses and other plants.  Horses are ridden for transportation. 


			

		

	
		
			Lions are large cats.  They are the only cats that live in permanent groups.  A group of lions is called a pride.  Female lions do most the hunting for the pride.  Baby lions are called cubs.  Lions live in Africa and also in Western India.


			

		

	
		
			Monkeys belong to the primate order.  Monkeys are divided into Old World and New World monkeys.  Monkeys have a long tail that they use to swing from trees.  Most monkeys are active during the day.  They eat, among other things leaves, fruit, nuts, and small mammals.


			

		

	
		
			Owls have flat, heart shaped faces.  Owls cannot move their eyes, so they have to turn their head to look around.  They have very good vision at night.  Owls are hunters.  They often eat rats.  Owls swallow their prey whole. 


			

		

	
		
			Pigs can be farm animals, they are used for meat.  Wild pigs in Europe are called boars.  Baby pigs are called piglets. 


			

		

	
		
			Rats are slightly bigger than mice.  The brown rat and the black rat often live near people.  Rats are rodents.  They have front teeth that grow throughout their lives.  Rats are the prey of many other animals. 


			

		

	
		
			Tigers are the largest members of the cat family.  The Siberian tiger is the largest tiger.  Tigers usually live and hunt alone.  Tigers have very sharp eyesight.


			

		

	
		
			Whales are the largest mammals in the world.  Whales live in the oceans.  The largest whale is the Blue whale.  A layer of fat called blubber covers the whales body.  Whales breathe through a blow hole.  They usually stay underwater for between 5 to 15 minutes.  Whales are divided into two groups; the tooth and baleen whales. 


			

		

	
		
			Wolves are the largest member of the dog family.  Wolves hunt in packs.  Wolves have four legs and a tail.  Baby wolves are called pups.  Wolves will eat almost anything.
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