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			Earthquakes. Earthquakes are natural events.  The earth's surface is composed of tectonic plates.  The part of the earth's crust that makes up these plates is called the lithosphere.  The interior of the earth is very hot and this heat is always rising towards the surface.  This heat causes the earth's crust to move.  An earthquake happens when parts of the earth's crust move past each other very rapidly.


			

		

	
		
			Where Do Earthquakes Happen?  Earthquakes usually happen in places where the earth's crust has broken before, this is called a fault line.  The pieces of the earth's crust slide past each other very rapidly.  The sudden release of energy from an earthquake sends out seismic waves.  These seismic waves can sometimes destroy buildings.  The place on the earth's surface where the shaking is the strongest is called the "epicenter."


			

		

	
		
			How Are Earthquakes Measured?  Earthquakes are measured by using a seismograph.  The strength of an earthquake is measured by using the Richter scale.  Earthquakes on the Richter scale are measured from 1 to 8.  An earthquake is considered small if it is rated 2 and below.  A moderate earthquake is rated up to 5.  A very strong earthquake is rated 6 and higher.  An earthquake that is rated 6 and higher can destroy building.


			

		

	
		
			What To Do In An Earthquake.  Quickly get under a strong table or anything solid if you are indoors.  Stay away from any buildings, trees, or overhead wires if you are outdoors.


			

		

	
		
			Volcanoes.  A volcano is a place on the earth where melted rock from inside the earth erupts.  This melted rock is called magma.  Magma that erupts from a vent is called lava.  Some volcanoes are large mountains.  A mountain is a landform that is much higher than the surrounding area.  Some volcanoes are small hills.


			

		

	
		
			Where Are Volcanoes Located?  Volcanoes do not occur everywhere.  Most volcanoes are located where the tectonic plates are in contact.  These are called fault lines.  Along the Pacific Ocean the tectonic plate is in contact with several other plates.  This area is called the "Ring of Fire" because of the many active volcanoes that are located on it.


			

		

	
		
			Types of Volcanoes.  There are four types of volcanoes; ashflow calderas, cinder cones, shield volcanoes, and stratovolcanoes.   Vesuvius and Mount St. Helens are two famous volcanoes that you may wish to research.  Vesuvius is in Italy and Mount St. Helens is in the United States.  The End
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