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			The butterfly goes through several stages in its life, this is called metamorphosis.  The butterfly starts life as an egg.  The egg hatches and becomes a caterpillar.  The caterpillar has a head, thorax, and abdomen.  The caterpillar has a round, narrow shape.  It has many tiny legs.  The caterpillar eats leaves.  The caterpillar grows a lot during this stage.


			

		

	
		
			When the caterpillar is finished growing it changes into a chrysalis.  This is a hard shell, a cocoon that protects the caterpillar while it changes into a butterfly.  After a short time the butterfly comes out of its cocoon.  The butterfly has a very different shape than the caterpillar.  It has lost its tiny legs.  The butterfly has wings and can fly.  The End.
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